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Status of this document

This is a complement to the Characterisation DM IVOA draft available at :
http://alinda.u-strasbg.fr/Model/Characterisation/CharacterisationIvoadraft-v1.1.pdf.
In discussion in the Char DM subgroup.

1 Introduction

Here is a list of Utypes derived from the Characterisation data model and made explicit to the user.
Each item is listed with its name, meaning, and data type or structure used to store the corresponding
values of this item. It is derived from the XML serialisation of the Model and inherits its tree structure.
An extra column is provided with the status for compliance of each metadata. An Xml description is
compliant to the Characterisation DM if it contains at least all the mandatory fields.

2 Some interpretation rules

All Utypes below are prefixed by the ”cha:” namespace in order to mention the Data model it has
been built from. The first level elements of the Utypes tree are then : CharacterisationAxis, shorten
as ChAxis in the tables below. The mandatory status of each element is expressed at two different
levels: the status of main elements is expressed in uppercase while the one of sub elements is expres-
sed in lower case, with respect to its parent element. For instance ChAxis.resolution SHOULD be
given, and therefore has a RECOMMENDED status: R; if this element is present, then the sub-element
ChAxis.resolution.ResolutionRefval must be given and therefore gets a Mandatory status: m.

This does not totally reflects the recursivity of this property, so we could state that (mandatory
recommended optional) in lower case always represent relative mandatory status with respect to the parent
element. If not specified, the default mandatory status is ”‘optional”’. ”‘Mandatory”’, ”‘Recommended”’
and ”‘Optional”’, will be coded as ”‘M”’, ”‘R”’,”’O”’ respectively in the following Utypes tables.
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Updates of this document

• Changed mandatory relative status of ErrorRefVal and ErrorBounds relative to ChAxis.accuracy.statError
ans sysError

• update pixel size comments in samplingPrecision.samplingPeriod and samplingExtent
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