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New IVOA chair and IVOA vice-chair
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IVOA Chair
Oct 2022 – Oct 2023

IVOA Vice-Chair
Oct 2022 – Oct 2023

Term are usually 18 months, ending Oct 2022
• Bruce Berriman outgoing IVOA Chair
• JJ Kavelaars outgoing IVOA vice-chair 



IVOA created in 2002
22 member VO Projects

Recent new members (KazVO and 
SKAO)
Remove Hungarian VO which has not 
been active for many year and not 
responsive
Various updated logos

2 interoperability meetings per year
• ~May, ~Oct/Nov after ADASS
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Vision of the International Virtual Observatory Alliance 

IVOA interoperability meeting, Bologna, May 2023 4

Develop a FAIR data management framework for astronomy
• Interoperability standards (VO framework) amongst astronomical (ground and space 

based) archives
• Publishing tools for data centres

Enable new science through the VO
• Multi wavelength science, combining datasets from multiple sources
• Data discovery and data access tools 
• Data analysis and visualization tools

World wide collaboration amongst astronomical VO projects
• Created in 2002, 22 projects today
• No formal funding, nationally funded projects
• Diversity makes IVOA’s richness



IVOA Organization
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Working Groups / Interest Groups – Terms renewal
WGs/IGs chair and vice-chair terms are 3 
years, plus possibility of 1 year extension

Various terms come to an end
• Call for candidates over the last months
• Extendable
• No extension
• Cannot continue

If you’re interested please contact Simon or 
me, or any Exec member representative

Decision to be taken by Exec this Wednesday 
and announced on Friday 
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IVOA Media Group – call for volunteers!

Resuming IVOA Newsletter
• Great way to communicate IVOA and Projects VO 

activities in general
• Great way for VO project to advertise their tools, 

services, workshops, activities.
• Last one from March 2022

Help with (new) IVOA website
• More regular content update

IVOA Social media presence, i.e. Twitter
• @IVOAastro
• This meeting #IVOA2023Bologna
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IVOA Architecture – FAIR data management 

VO has been FAIR from the 
beginning!
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Recently approved IVOA Recommendations

[Semantics WG] 
Vocabularies in the VO, v2.1 
February 2023

[Data Models WG] 
MIVOT - Model Instances in VOTables, v1.0
May 2023

IVOA interoperability meeting, Bologna, May 2023 9



The IVOA and the IAU

Goal is to reinforce relationship between IVOA and IAU through establishing
• An Organizing Committee for the existing IAU Functional Working Group under 

Division B (Facilities, Technologies and Data Science) to give more visibility to 
the VO.

• An IVOA- IAU Liaison Committee to coordinate activities and promote 
cooperation with the IAU. Bruce Berriman has been appointed chair.

Submitted proposal for a Focus Session at the IAU General Assembly, Cape Town, 
Summer 2024: “Community Engagement and Open Science in the Virtual 
Observatory.”  B. Berriman and P. Whitelock, SOC Co-Chairs. 
• Decision will be made late May/June 2023.
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IVOA web site new look and feel – in progress

Give a more modern look to the IVOA web site
No significant content change
Make information clearer and easier to access
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Draft link: https://sdc-dev.astron.nl/ivoa_web

https://sdc-dev.astron.nl/ivoa_web


Monday 8/5
16:00-17:30 
Room 216

Prepared by the 
Education IG
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Good to be back together !!
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182
Hybrid meeting
185 participants !
• 106 on-site
• 79 remote

IVOA community 
still very much 
alive!



IVOA Code of Conduct https://ivoa.net/members/IVOA_Code_of_Conduct.pdf
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https://ivoa.net/members/IVOA_Code_of_Conduct.pdf


IVOA upcoming big challenges to tackle

Science 
Platforms

ML , AI for 
astronomy

Big data in the 
VO

Cloud and the 
VO

VO reliable 
services

Engagement of 
big projects

Link 
w/neighboured 

communities 

IVOA and the 
IAU

… …
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Let’s now go with it !

Thanks to Marco and VObs.it for 
organizing this interop

Thanks to Janet and Marco and all WG/IG 
chairs for putting up the programme

Looking forward for a fruitful, constructive 
and interactive meeting!

Remember it’s an hybrid meeting, keep 
including remote participants
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