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A Data provider’s point of view 

•  I am here with a new hat: data provider 
–  i.e., I am your client 

•  What I care most about? Metadata definiHons 

•  Currently, it is very cumbersome 
– Several documents, that overlap someHme 



What do I want then? 

•  An IVOA metadata definiHon repository 
– Easy to read, an reference to 

•  Am I alone? 
– SemanHcs: vocabularies 
– Theory: SnapDB 



IVOA metadata definiHon repository 



So, what about utypes? 

•  Currently utypes are defined within data models 
–  ssa:Char.SpectralAxis.Coverage.Bounds.Start 
–  obs:Char/SpectralAxis.Coverage.Bounds.limits.Interval.LoLim 

•  For this to work, we need VO‐wide idenHfiers for 
metadata definiHons 
– Unique 
–  Immutable 

•  My take: utypes shoud be repurposed. 
– Managed by a “utype” board 


