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Ideas and ratonale expressed
in an IVOA note last summer

Section 2 of this document 
summarizes all the changes 
possibly wished for DataLink
from feedback in the last two
Years with rationale

Next slides are list of changes 
proposal on the DataLink spec 
itself



 

Change 1
● General introduction :

● extend the scope of "DataLinking" 
outside the original niche of 
resources attached to dataset.

● → any VO resource ?



 

Change 2
● As a matter of consequence of 

change 1 :
●  add use cases in 1.2 such as

●  attaching datasets (Images, 
spectra, time series ... ) to 
sources in a catalog. 

● and probably others?



 

Change 3
Introduce a new 

DataLinkrecognition section 
between section 1 and section 
2 helping readers to :

●   figure out how it works and the 
relationships between main 
response, links resource and 
service descriptors.

●  Identify the 3 solutions of 
recognition according to their 
best suited context: 
Acces.reference/Access.format 
doublet, service descriptor and 
the new LINK mechanism.

●  Clarify various context of usage of 
Service descriptors.



 

Change 4
I

● In section 3 « {links} Response » 
● insist on the occurence of an INFO 

tag 
● identifying the response as 

DataLink consistent 
● reference to DALI.



 

Change 5
I

● Section 3.2.2 access_url :
●  Allow fragments in the url to point 

on files in a retrievable archive.



 

Change 6
● 3.2.5 : description :

●  Add a SHOULD for this field to be 
given a content.



 

Change 7
●  extend semantics

● managed by semantics in the vocabulary 
Web Page
● metadata : information associated to the 

dataset

● fault : semantic field for rows with error 
messages

● science_alternate : transformed dataset 
(eg : rebinned)

● alt : "this" in a different format

● proc : definition change from "service-side 
data processing result" to

● "reference to a server-side processing 
service"
-----------------------------------------------

● New associated_data branch
● associated_image
● associated_spectrum
● ….



 

Change 8 
●  4.1 Service resources.

● Impose the service descriptor to be 
upfront the RESOURCE it is 
related to. 

● Nest the RESOURCEs in case of 
muli "type=results" Responses to 
avoid ambiguity.



 

Change 9
●  4.1 again : 

● Recommand (SHOULD status) to 
add a free name to the service 
descriptor to help identifying the 
meaning.



 

Change 10

●  4.1 table : 
● add the « content-type » 

RESOURCE PARAM with value  
« media type » as an optional 
feature in the table.



 

Change 11

●  Section 4.1 : 
● add a DESCRIPTION element 

(SHOULD status) in the service 
descriptor.



 

Change 12

●  Section 4.6 :
●  extend the description of self-

describing services to responses 
attached to a given ID



 

Change 13

● Section 4 after 4.6 :
● add a new subsection for 

description of Restful services.
●  It cannot be limited to input 

PARAMS. 
● Add a templating mechanism ?



 

Change 14

● New section before section 5:
●  explain the new LINK recognition 

mechanism as in the IVOA note.



 

Queston

SHOULD we start writng this now ?
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