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IVOA created in 2002
23 member VO Projects

2 interoperability meetings per year
• 5 days around May
• 3 days around Oct/Nov after ADASS
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Vision of the International Virtual Observatory Alliance 
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Develop a FAIR data management framework for astronomy
• Interoperability standards (VO framework) amongst astronomical (ground and space 

based) archives
• Publishing tools for data centres

Enable new science through the VO
• Multi wavelength science, combining datasets from multiple sources
• Data discovery and data access tools 
• Data analysis and visualization tools

World wide collaboration amongst astronomical VO projects
• Created in 2002, 23 projects today
• No formal funding, nationally funded projects
• Diversity makes IVOA’s richness



IVOA Organization
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Working Groups / Interest Groups

WGs/IGs chair and vice-chair terms are 3 
years, plus possibility of 1 year extension

WGs discuss proposals and make progress 
on astronomical data interoperability 
standards
IGs act on feedback from community from 
VO standards, IVOA operational 
ecosystem, projects future needs, ....

Wiki: https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/WebHome 

Slack: https://ivoa.slack.com/
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IVOA Architecture – FAIR data management 

VO has been FAIR from the 
beginning!
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IVOA Architecture – full picture with all standards

IVOA Architecture v2.0, last 
updated on 2021-10-29

https://tinyurl.com/IVOAArch2

IVOA is an open community – if 
a standard is close but doesn’t 
fit – implement an extension & 
provide feedback to influence 
change to the standard
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https://tinyurl.com/IVOAArch2


IVOA web site new look and feel – in progress

Give a more modern look to the IVOA web site
No significant content change
Make information clearer and easier to access
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Draft link: https://sdc-dev.astron.nl/ivoa_web

https://sdc-dev.astron.nl/ivoa_web


IVOA Media Group – call for volunteers!

Resuming IVOA Newsletter
• Great way to communicate IVOA and Projects VO 

activities in general
• Great way for VO project to advertise their tools, 

services, workshops, activities.
• Last one from March 2022

Help with (new) IVOA website
• More regular content update

IVOA Social media presence, i.e. Twitter/X
• @IVOAastro
• This meeting #IVOA2023Tucson
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Good to be back together !!

IVOA interoperability meeting, Tucson, November 2023 11

182
Hybrid meeting
118 participants !
• 67 on-site
• 51 remote

IVOA community 
still very much 
alive!



IVOA Code of Conduct https://ivoa.net/members/IVOA_Code_of_Conduct.pdf 
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https://ivoa.net/members/IVOA_Code_of_Conduct.pdf


IVOA upcoming big challenges to tackle

Science 
Platforms

ML, AI for 
astronomy

Big data in the 
VO

Cloud and the 
VO

VO reliable 
services

Engagement of 
big projects

Link 
w/neighboured 

communities 

IVOA and the 
IAU

… …
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Let’s now go with it !

Thanks to Tim, Glenaver, Lubianca and 
Rubin and Steward Observatory for 
hosting this interop

Thanks to Janet and Marco and all WG/IG 
chairs for putting up the programme

Looking forward for a fruitful, constructive 
and interactive meeting!

Remember it’s a hybrid meeting, keep 
including remote participants
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