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UCD list of terms

● Information on current version of standard

● Modifications and path to new version

UCD = Unified Content Descriptors
– Where do we stand ?

– What’s coming ?
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Current standard

● Semantics standards : 3 UCD documents

List of UCD terms : EN-UCDlist-1.5 (2023-01-25)

What UCDs are & syntax

List of words

Maintenance
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Maintenance

● Up to 2018 (i.e. up to v1.3 included) : each UCD 
list went through the WD → PR → R process.
– IVOA : Working Draft, Proposed Recommendation, Recommendation

● Since v1.4, lighter procedure : PEN → EN
– IVOA : Proposed Endorsed Note, Endorsed Note

● Players :
– User

– Scientific board : ucd-sci@ivoa.net

– IVOA Semantics WG : semantics@ivoa.net

● Procedure = RFM : Request For Modification

mailto:ucd-sci@ivoa.net
mailto:semantics@ivoa.net
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RFM examples
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RFMs in practice

In practice, people have been asking for UCD 
modifications via :

● Email (Semantics ML)

● RFM on wiki page.
Current : https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/UCDList_1-6_RFM

● VEP = Vocabulary Enhancement Proposals
– Special VEPs for UCDs 

https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/VEPsForUCD 

– https://voparis-gitlab.obspm.fr/vespa/ivoa-standards/semanti
cs/vep-ucd/-/tree/master

● Github issues
– https://github.com/ivoa-std/UCDList/ 

https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/VEPsForUCD
https://voparis-gitlab.obspm.fr/vespa/ivoa-standards/semantics/vep-ucd/-/tree/master
https://voparis-gitlab.obspm.fr/vespa/ivoa-standards/semantics/vep-ucd/-/tree/master
https://github.com/ivoa-std/UCDList/
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UCD reference material

● https://www.ivoa.net/documents/
→ links to UCD1+ Controlled Vocabulary v1.5
EN https://www.ivoa.net/documents/UCD1+/20230125/index.html

● Github : 
https://github.com/ivoa-std/UCDList/

– Release for UCDList-1.5 EN
(also UCDList-1.5 PEN, UCDList-1.4 EN),
and current draft in progress

● Current RFM :
https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/UCDList_1-6_RFM

https://www.ivoa.net/documents/
https://www.ivoa.net/documents/UCD1+/20230125/index.html
https://github.com/ivoa-std/UCDList/
https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/UCDList_1-6_RFM
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Problems / inconsistencies

● IVOA vocabularies https://ivoa.net/rdf/
– Links to v1.4 

https://raw.githubusercontent.com/ivoa-std/UCDList/v1.4-
EN/ucd-list.txt 

● UCD 1.1 standard section 4.5 
– Links to 

http://www.ivoa.net/Documents/latest/UCDlist.html

→ redirects to list v1.23 (2007)

● https://www.ivoa.net/documents/UCD1+/

→ redirects to EN-UCDlist-1.4

https://ivoa.net/rdf/
http://www.ivoa.net/Documents/latest/UCDlist.html
https://www.ivoa.net/documents/UCD1+/
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Problems on IVOA wiki 

● https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/UCDListMaintenancePage
Missing VEP template file

● https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/VEPsForUCD
Stops at VEP-UCD-010... 
while there are 13 VEPs on VOParis website

●  RFM page out of sync with list of VEPs

https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/UCDListMaintenancePage
https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/VEPsForUCD
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TODO

● Wiki « osterputz » (cleanup) : fix 
inconsistencies, update wiki pages

● IVOA documents : check redirections and 
versions

● How are other Working Groups doing it ?

● Part of IVOA hackathon effort ?
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From UCDList v1.5 to v1.6

● Update RFM page with all inputs
https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/UCDList_1-6_RFM

● Summarize pending terms on Semantics ML, 
and discuss them (report on RFM page)

● Commit changes to Github ivoa-std/UCDList

● Test UCD tools on new draft list

→ PEN UCDList 1.6 by end 2023

https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/UCDList_1-6_RFM
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Perspectives & questions

● Get the UCDList 1.6 ball rolling again

● Where are the reference lists accessible ?
– UCDList EN in IVOA vocabularies ?

reference vocabulary file for tools

– UCDList draft in progress on github ?
(useful for testing tools on new version before publication)

● Document a procedure for Semantics (vice)Chair 
and IVOA document coordinator when new 
version of EN is adopted
– Update : IVOA /latest/ & base directory redirections, update 

vocabulary ; create next RFM page ; github release ; ...
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