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What’s the Core Trust Seal ?

• There are 16 criteria 
covering 
organization, data 
management and 
technology 
(redundancy, 
security...
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• A certification based on a report that is 
analyzed by 2 CTS reviewers. 



What’s the benefit ?
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• Be recognized as 
a reliable data 
repository

• Evaluate/modify 
our practices to 
improve our data 
management



Context of this new application

• 3rd CTS request for CDS
1. DSA: 2014 , first certification (other accronym)
2. CTS: 2019, second certification ended in 2022
3. Next certification for 3 years more

• So far, only data from the Catalog Service (VizieR)
=> Extend this new application to all CDS data (10% 
-> 99%) by certifying also HiPS images (Sky Atlas 
Service - Aladin)
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Brainstorming / drafting
(7 people involved)

• Work started in spring 2022
• Consider HiPS as original “data collections”

– 50% generated directly by CDS
– 50% copy or deposit of HiPS from partners (IRAP, ESA, etc.) 

• Draft of a document dedicated to Aladin to join to the 
application for CTS certification (Sept. 2022)
– Same scheme as for VizieR
– Based on an OAIS description of the service/data

• Adjustment of our practices linked to the drafting of the 
document   
– Reflection, implementation/clean-up of HiPS-related licenses    
– Setting up a CHECKSUM mechanism dedicated to HiPS
– Addition of DOIs (perhaps not directly related, but a 

contributory factor)
• Integration into the global CDS application
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Snapshots
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The result

• A long road (1 year and an half).

• Referee rather “fussy” (not directly on the HiPS part)… 

• No response for months -> change of Referee 
(additional delays)
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• Certification obtained in 
March 11th, 2024 for 3 
years



Next step in 2027 ?

• The criteria have evolved, but don't change 
the substance (it's mostly better explained 
criteria)

• There is now a charge of 3,000€ (since Feb 
2024)
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