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|
VO Applications for Astronomers

http://www.ivoa.net/astronomers/applications.html

INTERNATIONAL VIRTUAL
OBSERVATORY ALLIANCE

For Astronomers.
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-
Why the review

e We received reports that existing VO-powered appli-
cations were missing from the page

e Broken links were also discovered among the apps
currently linked from the page
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N
Questions we asked

® |s the app webpage link working?

B Yes: when was the webpage last updated?
B No: is an alternative, most recent URL available?
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Questions we asked

Is the app webpage link working?

B Yes: when was the webpage last updated?
B No: is an alternative, most recent URL available?

Is a link to download the app (or to the webapp) present?

Is the app maintained, developed, up-to-date?

Even if the app is not actively developed/maintained, does it still work?
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N
Questions we asked

Is the app webpage link working?

B Yes: when was the webpage last updated?
B No: is an alternative, most recent URL available?

Is a link to download the app (or to the webapp) present?

Is the app maintained, developed, up-to-date?

Even if the app is not actively developed/maintained, does it still work?
B ..installable (with caveats)
B ...runsin a browser (with caveats)
m ..working (with caveats)
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N
Results

shorturl.at/abPR5

e 8 (on 46) dead links
B Found alternative URLs for 2 apps
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N
Results

shorturl.at/abPR5

e 8 (on 46) dead links
B Found alternative URLs for 2 apps

* ~80% of webpages updated in the last 3 years

B One working URL last updated in 2006
H 10 services apparently not developed/maintained anymore
B 15 webpages do not provide any hint on when they were last updated

» Some webpages of clearly active projects do not show any “last updated” info — “Current”
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N
Results

shorturl.at/abPR5

e 8 (on 46) dead links
B Found alternative URLs for 2 apps

* ~80% of webpages updated in the last 3 years

B One working URL last updated in 2006
H 10 services apparently not developed/maintained anymore
B 15 webpages do not provide any hint on when they were last updated

» Some webpages of clearly active projects do not show any “last updated” info — “Current”

e Found a few “zombie” projects

B downloaded and installed successfully...
B ...but their functionalities seem to be broken
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N
What to do next

Looking back
e Clean-up of dead links with no replacements/not existing apps

¢ Move not developed and/or maintained apps (with working webpages and
“working”) to a new “Legacy” section of the webpage
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N
What to do next

Looking back
e Clean-up of dead links with no replacements/not existing apps

¢ Move not developed and/or maintained apps (with working webpages and
“working”) to a new “Legacy” section of the webpage

Moving forward

® One time, IVOA-wide call for new apps/services that might have been
missed

® More structured procedure for updates to the webpage:

B Regular, bi-annual solicitation for new apps/services (and revision of
webpage/links/apps status), before each InterOp
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I
More ideas

How can we make this webpage more useful, comprehensive and visible?
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More ideas

How can we make this webpage more useful, comprehensive and visible?

Useful
e Create a new section with links to video of tutorials/live demos
¢ Localized versions of the webpages
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Useful

e Create a new section with links to video of tutorials/live demos
¢ Localized versions of the webpages

Comprehensive

® Create new section for VO-relevant packages/libraries in programming languages
e Direct links to notebooks with working VO-powered workflows
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I
More ideas

How can we make this webpage more useful, comprehensive and visible?

Useful

e Create a new section with links to video of tutorials/live demos
¢ Localized versions of the webpages

Comprehensive

® Create new section for VO-relevant packages/libraries in programming languages
e Direct links to notebooks with working VO-powered workflows

Visible

® Request that linked app webpages backlink the IVOA Apps webpage
— Even redirecting only a small fraction of visitors from the webpages of the most suc-
cessful tools/services can revitalize the webpage
— Favoring an organic growth of the whole community of VO applications
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