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The Office of Astronomy for Development

• Founded in 2011 
• Cape Town, South Africa 
• Equal partnership between IAU & NRF (DSI) 
• Ethos: humility 
• “Astronomy for a better world” 



OAD Regional Offices

Andean Region 
Colombia

Arab World & Arabic  
Jordan

South West Asia 
Armenia

Lusophone 
Portugal

Southern Africa 
Zambia

East Africa 
Ethiopia

South East Asia 
Thailand

East Asia & Chinese 
China

European 
Netherlands

North American 
USA

West Africa  
Nigeria



Partners



IVOA + OAD Agreement

• Complementary resources 
• Expanded networks 
• Signed 3 March 2021 
• Duration 3 years

“Astronomical data and tools for education, 
development and outreach”



Online learning

• Online learning has become ubiquitous 

• VO tools provide a way to interact with data while lab 
work or observing is not feasible 

• See Priya Hasan’s talk



Existing & new VO tutorials

• Repository online at 
IVOA Twiki 

• New material to be 
developed/added



Supporting curriculum development

• Astronomy Masters course, Southern Africa 

• Blended learning approach 

• VO tutorials to supplement theoretical knowledge 

• Access to archival astronomy resources as a pathway to 
research



Public engagement

• Citizen science projects 

• STEM education 

• WorldWide Telescope - see Shanshan Li’s talk



Get in touch

www.astro4dev.org 
@astro4dev on Twitter 

Vanessa McBrde 
vanessa@astro4dev.org 
Kevin Govender 
kg@astro4dev.org 

https://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/
view/IVOA/IvoaEducation 

Chenzhou Cui 
ccz@bao.ac.cn 
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